Old hip-hop foes Combs, Dogg unite for Europe tour
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By Terhi Kinnunen

HELSINKI (Reuters) - U.S. rap stars Sean "Diddy" Combs and SnoopDogce bitter rivals in a notorious
feud between east and west coast hip-hop in th@s13aid on Friday they had buried the hatchet andefor
all.

At a news conference in Helsinki to launch a j&@ntopean tour, they said they had "moved on" froendays
when members of the two music scenes clashed riditwercollaborated.

"That was a time in history," Combs told reportginead of the tour's opening concert. Snoop Dogg's §ite
lists 22 gigs, ending in Nottingham, England, orriAp.

"We want to entertain, we want to make music, watwa make people feel good. We ain't no gangst¥es.

are men first, we are fathers," added the 37-y&hrveho wore a white T-shirt, red cap and dark sisad
"Everybody has a past, everybody grows up, matamdsmoves on. And right now our mission is to make
people dance and feel good."”

During the 1990s, Combs and Snoop Dogg were onsigpsides of a high-profile hip-hop feud betweea t
east and west coasts of the United States.

Combs, as head of the New York-based Bad Boy Emenent, represented the east, while Snoop Dogg was
signed up to his big rival Death Row Records basd¢as Angeles.

Although the battle was fought largely through pubkonouncements and antagonistic lyrics, it did
occasionally spill into violence.

SHOOTINGS

Tupac Shakur, a hugely successful rapper in th@d@dmo recorded some albums on the Death Row lafasl,
shot in Las Vegas in 1996 and later died of his nasu

The following year, and 10 years ago to the dajoday, Notorious B.I.G., a leading east coastaag hip-
hop star, was killed in a shooting in Los Angeles.

Snoop Dogg, 35, whose real name is Calvin Broashid,Notorious B.I.G. would be amused to see tlee tw
musicians linking up.

"He (‘Biggie") is going to be smiling when he sessand Puff (Combs) on the stage today," said gigothia
rapper, who was wearing a brown tracksuit jacket.

"That is all that matters, that the spirit of hipphlives on. Everything that was not right, we ge#ting right."
Combs added: "God works in mysterious ways. Thiswdas not booked up when we started the tours.. It
definitely an emotional day for me and Snoop as.Wé¢ never forget our brothers.”

While the talk on Friday was of maturity and peds®h rappers have had run-ins with the law regentl
Combs is being sued by a man who said the artsthd him outside a Hollywood nightclub, a charge h
denies.

And Snoop Dogg pleaded innocent in January to esand deadly weapons possession after he was stdyype
airport security with what they said was a collafesbaton.



RAP HISTORY (comptonpolicegangs.com)

In the early eighties, Rappers like “EASY E”, “DBRRE”,“ICE CUBE”", and “DJ QUICK” were nothing more
than young kids growing up in the harsh streetSahpton. Snoop Dog was in North Long Beach, whschn
the border of Compton, involving himself with a ©gang.

Easy E, DR. DRE and Ice Cube were hanging outdratiea of Atlantic Dr., a street in Compton knownthe
sales of narcotics, and a known hang out for “AttaDrive, N-hood and Kelly Park Crips”.

The influence of rap started in the Jamaica, thew Nork City, eventually getting to the west co&&dmpton
rappers began to sing songs about the streegtideying up as a gang member in Compton. They began
making

underground tapes, which spread like crazy withytheh of Compton, and they loved it. These rappersid
call it “Gangster Rap”.

Easy E admitted in a interview that he was ablgaa his record label from money obtained frontirsg|
Cocaine on the streets of Compton. DJ. Quik alsdexd his own record label called Total Trak Praidms. If
you have any doubts DJ Quik has gang ties, allrgaily have to do is listen to the lyrics of hisigs. If that's
still not enough the initials of his gang is, “TTRVhich of course stands for “Tree Top Pirus”. Timgals of
his record label are “TTP”, Total Trak Productiopgu can make your own assumption, but we knowrilté.

The early nineties were upon us, Gangster rap bathp city of Compton on the map. N.W.A.’s * Sgyati
Outta Compton “ album that featured the song “ Flilck Police “, made the city well known acrosswiueld.

It was about this time when known “Mob Piru” memidarion Suge Knight wanted to start Death Row
Records.

Suge’s Death Row Records was making money in th®ng with Tupac and Snoop Dog pumping out the
hits. Sean Puffy Combs “Bad Boy” label on the E2sast was also a huge success with Christophegi®ig
Smalls” Wallace and “Sean” becoming best of frier#lsge Knight's “Death Row Records” was constantly
being investigated for numerous crimes.

Rap music had come a long way too, but the EasstGsaWest Coast clash was about to begin, amdstfor
real. The top performers in the rap industry weathgred in Los Angeles for the Soul Train Music Asgin
1994, which included Snoop Dog, DJ Quick, etc. Adsthe event, the CEOs of the biggest rap laBelffy
Combs of “Bad Boy Records” in New York City on tBast Coast and Suge Knight of “Death Row Records”
strait out of Compton on the West Coast. Also preseere the respective entourages of the two grthads
consisted of off duty police officers from Comptamd L.A.P.D., and of course, the gang members from
Angeles and Compton that made up the crew.

The East Coast vs. West Coast rivalry had madeaisinto the lyrics of the songs and had become
increasingly personal. This begun to parlay inoutmost disrespect aimed at members of “Death Raowt”
“Bad Boy Records”.

This was gangster rap, and industry whose coddheasode of the gangs in the street. Within theggahere
are certain lines you don’t cross. Certain things go not say, and when you're disrespected yobduk hard,
or you're a punk. To people who were involved imgmor who knew gang culture it was only a matteinoe
until people started dying.

The awards show was televised and went on as skeltedine east coast/ west coast rivalry and disi@sp
shown was quite evident to those who understandggdro the mass audience it probably played otlieas
many publicity rivalries established in wrestlingdaboxing. The show was over for now, and the napstry



insiders went to the after party at the El Rey Titeed he off duty cops were there but they werdaoy
outnumbered by the gang members. A fight beganvimg DJ Quick, TTP, and mob gang members against
the victim. In the end the man was beat and kick&d he was dead. As is usual in gang relatedudissand
murders, everyone began leaving in a hurry, anaddpknew anybody or saw anything.

Due to the many problems with the “El Rey” murdase, the investigation soon fizzled out with thealiswe
know who did it, but get someone to testify” tres0 common in gang cases.

The American public, who had been in such an upab#re beginning of the gangster rap over itsgiby,
violence, and “Fuck the police” messages, had beemewhat quelled by the free speech at any castlk
and warning stickers on their kid’s C.D.s.

Gangster rap had become mainstream America, arlddsievere idolizing those that preached the naspt
gang lifestyle. Crips and Bloods were in citiesossrAmerica, and middle class kids were emulatiegnt
talking, and dressing like them, and joining galiksthem. The gangster rap murders to come waurkihér
open the eyes of the public, but would often le@eee questions as to why, than there answers.

Federal Task Forces formed to investigate the gancptic ties within the rap music industry andcsiieally
Death Row Records.

By the time Suge Knight was sent to prison sewgats later, the Task Force had nothing to vidiateon,
and he ended up being violated due to his pattarassault of Orlando Anderson (the night Tupacskas),
based on the interview of Anderson by the Comptalic® Department’s Gang Unit.

Essentially, there was no task force with the ghib gather the needed intelligence to adequatelystigate a
gang narcotic based industry that was growing bap#fh industry where extortion, intimidation, anaurder
was common place and involved cities around thettgubut it's roots were in Compton.

The night Tupac and Suge Knight were shot in LagagelLas Vegas Police Department found that just fuor
the shooting, a Compton gang member by the narglahdo had been beaten by Suge, Tupac, and Map gan
members at the MGM Grand.

The only Orlando that we knew as a Compton ganglmeenvas Orlando Anderson of the South Side Crips
(SSC). The SSC are enemies of the associates ¢ Beav Records (DDR), which include the Mob Pirus,
Leuders Park Piru, and EIm Lane Piru, but thereewner know major incidents between the sets for some

Tupac and Suge were shot the night of SeptemldE396. Most of the Compton gang members involved had
returned to Compton on September 8th, and 9th. &svere coordinating with LVPD, contacting informsnt
and gathering information, the City of Compton whaes battleground. The next 5 days in Compton, dlie t
would be 3 murders and 11 attempted murders asudt o this feud. The Gang Unit was working maioyts
investigating these murders and attempted murdaresc Interviewing numerous gang members and
informants, conferring with LVPD and LASD, and kie§ in doors seizing several weapons, ammunitiad, a
gang intelligence information and photos.

all these incidents for use in a large scale afftdar warrants in an attempt to stop the violeticat was
escalating.

We would serve these warrants within 2 weeks ofitreth of Tupac Shakur. This was the Compton way,
quickly and decisively stopping the ongoing feucCmmpton.

The Compton Gang Unit was subpoenaed for Suge Ksigdvocation hearing in December 1996, based on



information, photos, recovered during the warramg our interview of Orlando Anderson. The DeatwRo
Task Force was unable to produce anything comgedimough to hold Suge in violation.

Detective Richardson testified to what Anderson teadly told us about the assault in Las Vegasefiete
Richardson testified, and the Judge revoked Knigttbbation and sentenced him to the maximum Ssyear

The affidavit written regarding the murder of Tugtakur would in a few months again be broadcashen
news across America. Particularly, the beginnireg ttated, “There is an ongoing feud between T Shedur
and the Blood related Death Row Records with RaBmgyie Small’'s and the East Coast Bad Boy Records
which employed South Side Crips gang members asiggc

Informants interviewed by us around the time Tuwas murdered had established connections betwagh So
Side Crips and New York based Bad Boy Records Baggie Smalls.

The shooting of Tupac was still fresh in the minflsnany who attended the 11th Annual Soul Train Algan
Los Angeles on May 9, 1997, but nobody expected wioalld happen next. The party for the awards vedd h
at the Peterson Museum in Los Angeles many ofapemnusic insiders were present including “Bad Boys”
Puffy Combs and Biggie Smalls. Suge Knight wasiggdy absent due to his incarceration, however nany
Death Row Records

people were there. Also present were many South Gighs.

As the Bad Boys entourage, including Puffy and Bigépaded into two brand new SUVS, and severaicleh
as they left the event. A dark green or black ira@$ drove next to Biggies vehicle. The lone ocotipa
male dressed in black Muslim garb opened fire wihmm. Handgun. Biggie was hit several times ly th
gunfire. A short time later he would die of hisungs. Though there were several off duty and dg palice
personnel, and hundreds of fans near the shodahiaggunman escaped without as much as anyonegattin
license number. The Gang Unit met with the Los Aeg®etectives and discussed the murder of Biggie
Smalls. The Los Angeles Department had over tweatgctives assigned to investigate the case. Dting
meeting, it was decided that the prevailing thenokthe murder were as follows. That it was a Bé&aiw
Records hit in retaliation for the shooting of Sikgeght and Tupac Shakur. The other theory, it w&outh
Side Crips hit for money owed to them by Bad Bogdtds and Biggie Smalls for security fees owed, or
money owed for the murder of Tupac.

Immediately after the murders of Biggie Smallseation again shifted to the Compton connections.
Simultaneously, an international gang feud without® Side Crips had erupted with several personsded
and one killed. We investigated these shootingsimnukdiately wrote a gang search warrant affiddos
Angeles Police Department accompanied the CompdticePDepartment on the service of the warrants.
Evidence seized included a new black Impala SS.

By July 22nd, 1998, the Tupac Shakur and BiggielBmavestigations had been stalled, and Suge Knigls
doing time for probation violation. Orlando Andensmas suing Tupac’s estate and Death Row Recordkdo
assault on him. Tupac’s mother Alfeni Shakur wasim suing Orlando Anderson for the wrongful deaith
her son.

The suspect in Tupac’s murder- Orlando Andersonhiraself killed in a gang drug related shootout in
Compton that left three dead in June 1998. The dayxta small article appeared in the Los Angelesesi
entitled “Suspect in Tupac’s Murder Slain in Shawto

We also continued to talk with informants regardideath Row murders and the murders of Tupac angi®ig
Smalls. We never anticipated that our years ofligesce gathering was going to be brought to anatbhalt,
before being able to complete our investigationgtvive believe would have produced the identityhef
murders in all these crimes.



