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American Dream Comparison Excerpt #1 
 

I learned this, at least, by my experiment: that if one advances confidently 
in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has 
imagined; he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours. He 
will put some things behind, will pass an invisible boundary; new, 
universal, and more liberal laws will begin to establish themselves around 
and within him; or the old laws be expanded, and interpreted in his favor 
in a more liberal sense, and he will live with the license of a higher order 
of beings. In proportion as he simplifies his life, the laws of the universe 
will appear less complex, and solitude will not be solitude, nor poverty 
poverty, nor weakness weakness. If you have built castles in the air, your 
work need not be lost; that is where they should be. Now put the 
foundations under them. 
 
Walden  
Henry David Thoreau 
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American Dream Comparison Excerpt #2 
 
 
A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little 
statesmen and philosophers and divines. With consistency a great soul has 
simply nothing to do. He may as well concern himself with his shadow on 
the wall. Speak what you think now in hard words, and to-morrow speak 
what to-morrow thinks in hard words again, though it contradict every 
thing you said to-day. — 'Ah, so you shall be sure to be misunderstood.' 
— Is it so bad, then, to be misunderstood? Pythagoras was misunderstood, 
and Socrates, and Jesus, and Luther, and Copernicus, and Galileo, and 
Newton, and every pure and wise spirit that ever took flesh. To be great is 
to be misunderstood. 
 
Self Reliance 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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American Dream Comparison Excerpt #3 
 

It is our light not our darkness that most frightens us 
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  

Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. 

It is our light not our darkness that most frightens us. 

We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, 
talented and fabulous? 
 
Actually, who are you not to be? 

You are a child of God. 

Your playing small does not serve the world. 

There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other 

people won't feel insecure around you. 
 
We were born to make manifest the glory of 
God that is within us. 
 
It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone. 

And as we let our own light shine, 
we unconsciously give other people 
permission to do the same. 
 
As we are liberated from our own fear, 
Our presence automatically liberates others. 
 

Our Greatest Fear 
Marrianne Williamson 
 
Appendix #22c 


